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nized a kindred Christian-conservative spirit, Goering had had
the honour of being a minister because he was not so obnoxious
to the President as most of his colleagues—Rochm, for instance,
of whose morals the President had already shown stern disapproval,
Rosenberg whom he regarded as an atheist, and Fedcr whom he
felt was really a Socialist. But Goering came of good family,, and
was regarded with paternal severity as a wild young man with
a good war record whom responsibility might steady. Besides,,
in the weeks of intrigue he had been Hitler's envoy; he knew
too much. If the vast majority of the National Socialist: party
troubled no more about it, there were among the best elements
of the rank and file a considerable number who could but regard
the new cabinet as betrayal not of individuals but of the cause
and have never been able to forgive it Among the betrayed
individuals, despite the long discussions before Hitler's viewpoint
was accepted, feeling rose dangerously high especially at the
appointment of Goering who had latterly been the foremost
advocate of no compromise and the forcible seizure of power.
The position was ticklish, but once again it was the sort of ticklish
position in which Hitler is at his best. Whatever doubt there was
and still is of his ability to lead a nation there never has been any
shadow of doubt of his ability to manage a gang. And once again
he managed it. Besides, the situation was difficult enough for any-
one to see that there was no time to quarrel over what should
have been done.
There were two dominant considerations. None of the National
Socialists believed in a real Red peril however much they have
believed, like Hitler, in the myth of the Red peril. But it was quite
clear that the Social Democrats were wakening at last to the
realities of the position and the Socialists had what the Com-
munists had not, a proper organization. It is true that the Reichs-
banner, Iron Front and all, was not very efficient but its spirit was
excellent; it was full of ex-service men and its efficiency could
easily be increased- It was obviously chafing under the dead hand
of the official leadership. Man for man it was a better if less
well-trained and much less well-armed force than the Storm
Troopers, and it might throw up among not a few able leaders

